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TheThe government-backedgovernment-backed TechnologyTechnology MeansMeans BusinessBusiness

(( TMBTMB )) schemescheme isis setset forfor majormajor expansionexpansion followingfollowing itsits

take-overtake-over byby thethe ITIT ForumForum FoundationFoundation (( ITFFITFF ))..AsAs CRNCRN

reportedreported lastlast monthmonth (( CRNCRN ,,77 JuneJune )),,ITFFITFF isis aa non-profitnon-profit organisationorganisation
thatthat worksworks withwith thethe governmentgovernment ,,standardsstandards bodiesbodies andand ITIT companiescompanies
toto helphelp UKUK businessesbusinesses fulfilfulfil theirtheir ITIT requirementsrequirements ..ThisThis makesmakes thethe ITFFITFF

anan idealideal fitfit withwith TMBTMB ,,whichwhich givesgives resellersresellers aa kitemark-stylekitemark-style

ApprovedApproved CentreCentre accreditationaccreditation ,,certifyingcertifying themthem asas suitablesuitable toto helphelp

SMEsSMEs withwith ITIT..TheThe Chartered Management InstituteChartered Management Institute ,,whichwhich onceonce ranran

TMBTMB ,,passedpassed thethe schemescheme onon soso itit wouldwould benefitbenefit fromfrom thethe ITFF'ITFF' ss

connectionsconnections inin thethe ITIT sectorsector..
CRNandCRNand thethe TMBTMB teamteam willwill workwork togethertogether toto helphelp resellersresellers gaingain

thethe skillsskills toto deliverdeliver soundsound ITIT adviceadvice toto SMEsSMEs andand willwill encourageencourage moremore

vendorsvendors toto alignalign theirtheir resellerreseller programmesprogrammes withwith thethe standardstandard ..

E-CommerceE-Commerce AwardsAwards taketake thethe stagestage
NTERFORUMNTERFORUM ,, SISTERSISTER

organisationorganisation toto TechnologyTechnology MeansMeans

BusinessBusiness ((TMBTMB )) ,, isis hostinghosting
thisthis year'year' ss NationalNational
E-CommerceE-Commerce Awards-theAwards-the ultimateultimate

prizeprize forfor bestbest practicepractice inin
SMESME systemssystems implementationimplementation ..

OverOver thethe nextnext fewfew yearsyears aa

GloserGloser linklink willwill developdevelop betweenbetween
thethe TMBTMB andand thisthis eventevent

,,
whichwhich

recognisesrecognises andand rewardsrewards useruser

organisationsorganisations thatthat demonstratedemonstrate
excellenceexcellence inin ICTICT useuse ..

NowNow inin itsits sixthsixth yearyear ,, thethe

AwardsAwards areare sponsoredsponsored byby thethe

Royal Bank of ScotlandRoyal Bank of Scotland andand

supportedsupported byby thethe Department of Trade and IndustryDepartment of Trade and Industry
,, togethertogether withwith

allall ofof thethe UK'UK' ss regionalregional
developmentdevelopment agenciesagencies .. NewNew categoriescategories
havehave beenbeen introducedintroduced atat bothboth

regional andregional and nationalnational levelslevels ,, andand
therethere isis aa prizeprize fundfund ofof f214,000f214,000 ..

TheThe AwardsAwards areare openopen toto UKUK
businessesbusinesses ,, publicpublic bodiesbodies

,,

registeredregistered charitiescharities andand not-for-profitnot-for-profit
organisationsorganisations withwith fewerfewer thanthan 250250

employeesemployees basedbased inin EnglandEngland ,,

WalesWales ,, ScotlandScotland ,, NorthernNorthern
IrelandIreland andand thethe IsleIsle ofof ManMan ..ThisThis

year'year' ss showshow ,, thethe biggestbiggest soso farfar
,,

willwill celebratecelebrate thethe bestbest examplesexamples
ofof internetinternet andand ICTICT useuse inin SMEsSMEs

acrossacross thethe UKUK ,, manymany ofof whichwhich
couldcould bebe youryour customerscustomers ,, soso
makemake suresure youyou nominatenominate themthem ..

ThereThere willwill bebe winnerswinners inin 6o6o

regionalregional andand eighteight nationalnational

categoriescategories ,, andand thethe overalloverall nationalnational

prizeprize winnerwinner couldcould walkwalk awayaway
fromfrom thethe galagala dinnerdinner atat thethe
GrosvenorGrosvenor HouseHouse HotelHotel withwith aa chequecheque
forfor 40,00040,000 ..WinnersWinners couldcould alsoalso

getget valuablevaluable publicitypublicity andand presspress
coverage-andcoverage-and soso couldcould you!you!

RegionalRegional andand nationalnational categoriescategories
TheThe NationalNational E-CommerceE-Commerce
AwardsAwards startstart onon aa regionalregional basisbasis

withwith thethe regionalregional winnerwinner ofof eacheach

categorycategory progressingprogressing toto aa nationalnational

categorycategory finalfinal ..TheThe categoriescategories are:are:

E-businessE-business Start-upStart-up ..

AwardsAwards winnerswinners couldcould findfind themselvesthemselves walkngwalkng

E-businessE-business ..
E-tradingE-trading ..
BestBest UseUse ofof BroadbandBroadband ..
BestBest UseUse ofof TeleworkingTeleworking ..
WinnersWinners ofof eacheach categorycategory inin

eacheach regionregion willwill winwin 2,0002,000 ,, andand

gaingain freefree publicitypublicity andand aa placeplace inin
thethe nationalnational finalsfinals ..WinnersWinners andand

runners-uprunners-up bothboth receivereceive
certificatescertificates ofof commendationcommendation ..WinnersWinners
areare announcedannounced atat aa regionalregional
presentationpresentation eventevent..

TheThe 1212 regionalregional winnerswinners inin
eacheach categorycategory willwill thenthen bebe judgedjudged
atat aa nationalnational levellevel .. WinnersWinners inin
eacheach categorycategory areare awardedawarded 8,0008,000
andand aa trophytrophy onon thethe nightnight ofof thethe

galagala dinnerdinner inin OctoberOctober ..
NationalNational InnovationInnovation AwardsAwards
TheThe NationalNational InnovationInnovation AwardsAwards

recogniserecognise organisationsorganisations thatthat
demonstratedemonstrate innovativeinnovative andand sustainedsustained
useuse ofof technologytechnology toto improveimprove theirtheir
businessbusiness ..TheThe awardsawards areare for:for:

MobileMobile andand WirelessWireless

TechnologyTechnology..
AdvancedAdvanced SupplySupply ChainChain

IntegrationIntegration ..
BestBest RuralRural E-businessE-business andand

CommunityCommunity..
NationalNational InnovationInnovation AwardsAwards

winnerswinners willwill receivereceive aa cashcash prizeprize
ofof 8,ooo8,ooo ,, publicitypublicity andand aa trophytrophy ..

AndAnd ifif youyou happenhappen toto bebe theirtheir

suppliersupplier ,, you'you' llll getget thethe gloryglory ,, tootoo ..
TheThe NationalNational OverallOverall WinnerWinner

,,

selectedselected byby thethe nationalnational judgingjudging
panelpanel fromfrom thethe winnerswinners ofof thethe

NationalNational AwardsAwards andand NationalNational
InnovationInnovation AwardsAwards ,, willwill receivereceive
anan additionaladditional f30,000f30,000..
TimeTime isis runningrunning outout
TheThe entryentry deadlinedeadline isis 3o3o JulyJuly atat

5pm5pm..YourYour customerscustomers cancan getget theirtheir

applicationsapplications onlineonline nownow atat

www.ecommerce-awards.co.ukwww.ecommerce-awards.co.uk ..
IfIf youyou areare TMB-registeredTMB-registered andand

findfind yourselfyourself shortshort ofof timetime
,, wewe

cancan helphelp ..IfIf yogiyogi rere notnot
TMB-registeredTMB-registered ,, thenthen startstart thatthat processprocess byby
emailingemailing tmbC6itfforg.uktmbC6itfforg.uk ..

ButBut ifif youyou doridori tt havehave enoughenough
timetime ,, whywhy notnot focusfocus onon nextnext year'year' ss

awardsawards byby gettinggetting youryour
nominationsnominations readyready forfor 2oo5?2oo5? NextNext yearyear
therethere willwill bebe aa specialspecial CRNCRN andand
TMBTMB AwardsAwards fastfast tracktrack forfor
identifyingidentifying potentialpotential winningwinning entriesentries
andand buildingbuilding casecase studystudy materialmaterial
fromfrom themthem ..WeWe hopehope toto secsec
solutionssolutions suppliedsupplied byby TMBTMB
practitionerspractitioners getget theirtheir duedue exposureexposure ..

YouYou cancan getget realreal businessbusiness
benefitsbenefits fromfrom thethe TMBTMB ,, soso joinjoin thethe

qualityquality adviseradviser andand resellerreseller
movementmovement nownow..EmailEmail tmb@itff..org.uktmb@itff..org.uk oror

visitvisit www.tmb.org.ukwww.tmb.org.uk ..
FindFind outout moremore
TechnologyTechnology MeansMeans BusinessBusiness (( TMBTMB )) isis thethe industryindustry standardstandard forfor thosethose providingproviding business-relatedbusiness-related ITIT adviceadvice toto SMEsSMEs .. TheThe

organisationorganisation accreditsaccredits AdvisersAdvisers andand ApprovedApproved CentresCentres (( organisationsorganisations )) achievingachieving thethe TMBTMB StandardStandard ..MoreMore informationinformation
aboutabout TMBTMB isis availableavailable atat www.tmb.org.ukwww.tmb.org.uk ..AlternativelyAlternatively ,, youyou cancan telephonetelephone ((0178401784 )) 473473 005005 forfor adviceadvice ,, oror youyou cancan

emailemail tmb@itff.org.uktmb@itff.org.uk ..
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VendorsVendors suchsuch asas BTBT,,IntelIntel andand MicrosoftMicrosoft havehave backedbacked TMBTMB fromfrom

itsits inceptioninception ..TheThe latestlatest bigbig supportersupporter ofof thethe initiativeinitiative isis securitysecurity

giantgiant Network AssociatesNetwork Associates ,,whichwhich saidsaid itit hopedhoped TMBTMB wouldwould helphelp itit

toto provideprovide customerscustomers withwith
""

thethe highesthighest levelslevels ofof serviceservice "" ..TheThe schemescheme
alsoalso hashas receivedreceived governmentgovernment backingbacking underunder thethe auspicesauspices ofof

UK OnlineUK Online ..
coillrj%vrttu.co.ukcoillrj%vrttu.co.uk

TMBTMB getsgets intointo actionaction
withwith recruitmentrecruitment drivedrive

TT
HEHE TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY MEANSMEANS BUSINESSBUSINESS

((TMBTMB )) accreditationaccreditation isis goinggoing
throughthrough aa phasephase ofof radicalradical

developmentdevelopment
.. LastLast monthmonth thethe initiativeinitiative waswas

adoptedadopted byby thethe ITIT ForumForum FoundationFoundation
(( ITFFITFF )) ,, andand nownow isis thethe timetime forfor aa newnew
phasephase ofof positivepositive actionaction ..

WouldWould youyou foinfoin thethe TMBTMB initiativeinitiative
asas anan accreditedaccredited advisor?advisor? HaveHave aa goodgood
thinkthink aboutabout thisthis .. TakeTake intointo accotantaccotant
thatthat wewe aimaim toto makemake thisthis questionquestion aa

no-brainerno-brainer forfor youyou .. MikeMike BrierdiBrierdi ee

LeaveLeave thethe mattermatter ofof whetherwhether youyou
wouldwould qualifyqualify forfor TMBTMB accreditationaccreditation asideaside forfor nownow .. IfIf
youyou reallyreally knowknow howhow tete,,givegive impartialimpartial adviceadvice onon aa broadbroad
basisbasis inin thethe computingcomputing andand communicationscommunications fieldsfields

,,
thethe

chanceschances areare youyou willwill qualifyqualify withoutwithout massivemassive extraextra efforteffort ..
IfIf youyou alreadyalready havehave somesome seriousserious vendor-basedvendor-based
qualificationsqualifications ,, thesethese willwill almostalmost certainlycertainly bebe aa helphelp..

TMBTMB isis aa greatgreat wayway toto differentiatedifferentiate youryour companycompany andand
therethere areare somesome clearclear reasonsreasons whywhy youyou wouldwould wantwant thethe
certificationcertification ..ForFor exampleexample ,,

itit cancan bringbring moremore salessales
opportunitiesopportunities ,, salessales thatthat closeclose quickerquicker ,,

withwith lessless priceprice pressurepressure ,,

andand recognitionrecognition ofof youryour excellenceexcellence ..

ThroughoutThroughout thethe restrest ofof thisthis yearyear somesome importantimportant newnew
featuresfeatures willwill appearappear inin thethe TMBTMB .. NotNot onlyonly areare wewe
consideringconsidering aa newnew entry-levelentry-level qualificationqualification ,,

we'we' rere

introducingintroducing marketmarket awarenessawareness initiativesinitiatives toto generategenerate salessales

opportunitiesopportunities ,, settingsetting upup aa newnew opportunity-monitoringopportunity-monitoring
serviceservice andand offeringoffering applicantsapplicants thethe chancechance toto registerregister
withwith thethe safeguardsafeguard thatthat ifif youyou putput thethe efforteffort inin andand itit
doesdoes notnot workwork outout forfor youyou ,, you'you' llll getget youryour moneymoney backback ..

TheThe ITFFITFF isis notnot goinggoing toto lowerlower thethe standardstandard ,, itit willwill
enhanceenhance itit .. We'We' rere takingtaking aa modularmodular approachapproach tete,,aa setset ofof
qualificationsqualifications andand lookinglooking atat extensionsextensions forfor advisorsadvisors inin
technologiestechnologies suchsuch asas advancedadvanced communicationscommunications ,, grid/grid/
utilityutility computingcomputing andand mobile/wirelessmobile/wireless technologytechnology..We'We' rere
interestedinterested inin developingdeveloping TMBTMB inin verticalvertical marketsmarkets

,, tootoo ..
ThereThere areare severalseveral hundredhundred accreditedaccredited advisorsadvisors alreadyalready ,,

butbut wewe wantwant toto trebletreble thatthat numbernumber byby DecemberDecember ..TheThe
ITFFITFF isis goinggoing tete,,makemake TMBTMB accreditationaccreditation aa mustmust

,,
andand

soonsoon we'we' llll spellspell outout thethe detailsdetails ..
ThisThis isis thethe timetime forfor youyou tete,,getget involvedinvolved withwith TMBTMB ..

YouYou cancan makemake aa realreal differencedifference .. DropDrop usus aa lineline atat

tmbLitfforg.uktmbLitfforg.uk ifif youyou wantwant moremore informationinformation ..IfIf youyou areare

alreadyalready TMB-qualifiedTMB-qualified andand wantwant toto shareshare somesome ofof youryour
experiencesexperiences withwith usus ,, feelfeel freefree toto getget inin touchtouch ..

MeanwhileMeanwhile ,, happyhappy sellingselling andand goodgood implementingimplementing ..
GreatGreat technologytechnology advisorsadvisors meanmean goodgood businessbusiness forfor usus allall ..

MikeMike BriercliffeBriercliffe isis chairmanchairman ofof thethe ITIT ForumForum FoundationFoundation ..
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